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Color Grading of Tomato Juice 
Discussed at Regional Meetings 


Results of a study on instrumental 
methods of color grading of tomato 
juice were presented and discussed 
this month at three similar meetings 
in Washington, Chicago, and Berkeley. 
The work was conducted by the grad- 
ing service laboratories of the USDA 
Agricultural Marketing Service with 
the cooperation of several tomato juice 
packers and other laboratories asso- 
ciated with the canning industry. 


The inspection branch of the AMS 
is considering the publication of a new 
U. S. standard for grades of canned 
tomato juice, and one of the changes 
under consideration is the incorpora- 
tion in the standards of the Macbeth- 
Munsell disc colorimeter as the instru- 
ment to be used in assigning a color 
score. As a result of its studies, the 
AMS concluded that the precision of 
this instrument compares favorably 
with the others tested and that it pro- 
vides a good standardization proce- 
dure for using Munsell spinning dises. 

However, packers disagree on the 
practical effects that the adoption of 
this instrument may have on the color 
factor in the grade standards. Some 
feel that its use has tended to tighten 
the color requirement for Fancy juice. 


The other principal change under 
discussion for the new standards is 
the incorporation of the requirement 
that the refractive index of the salted 
juice at 20°C. will be not less than 
1.3408. This was taken from the Fed- 
eral Specifications, 


Personnel of the AMS grading serv- 
ice have expressed the hope that all 
tomato juice canners will give careful 
study to these proposals in the light 
of their own operations. Expressions 
of opinion and suggestions from in- 
dividual packers are solicited and 
should be addressed to Leonard 8. 
Fenn, Processed Products Standardi- 
zation and Inspection Branch, Fruit 
and Vegetable Division, Agricultural 
Marketing Service, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington 25, D. C. 


Canners who were unable to attend 
the meetings may receive copies of the 
material that was distributed, includ- 
ing a discussion draft of the proposed 
standards, from the same address. 


Initial production by commercial in- 
dustry of foods preserved by radiation 
may start in 1960, according to a re- 
port released June 17 by the Interde- 
partmental Committee on Radiation 
Preservation of Foods. 


By 1960, the report states, it is ex- 
pected that the wholesomeness and 
economic feasibility of radiation pre- 
served foods will have been deter- 
mined and large-scale tests conducted 
by the Army will have ascertained 
how well these foods are accepted by 
consumers. 


The Interdepartmental Committee 
was established in May, 1956, to con- 
duct work on the irradiation preser- 
vation of food program and includes 
representatives of the Departments of 
the Army, State, Interior, Agricul- 
ture, Commerce, Health, Education, 


N. C. A. Sends Brokers 
Convention Room Forms 


Convention room reservation forms 
for brokers of member canners are 
being mailed by N.C.A. directly to the 
brokers, as requested by the member- 
ship. Approximately 1,800 broker 
names have been supplied by the mem- 
bership to date. At the same time 
members are notifying their brokers 
of their intention to attend the 1958 
Canners Convention in Atlantic City, 
January 20-23, and their desire that 
their brokers be present to conduct 
the usual Convention business. 


The reservation forms are being 
mailed to the brokers in the sequence 
in which lists of members’ brokers are 
received at N.C.A. headquarters. It 
is therefore advantageous to canners 
as well as for their brokers for these 
lists to come in promptly, and mem- 
bers who have not submitted lists of 
their brokers should do so as soon as 
possible. 


Each form gives the broker an op- 
rtunity to indicate preference for 
hotel and type of accommodations. 


Commercial Production of Irradiated Food by 1960 
Envisioned in Report of Interdepartmental Group 


and Welfare, and the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 


Concurrently, the Army Quarter- 
master Corps, assigned primary re- 
sponsibility for directing the Depart- 
ment of Defense food radiation pro- 
gram, will continue its activities. This 
includes construction of the Army Ion- 
izing Radiation Center at Sharpe Gen- 
eral Depot, Lathrop, Calif. The Cen- 
ter, first of its kind ever to be con- 
structed for food radiation, is ex- 
pected to be completed and in opera- 
tion within two years. It will include 
a reactor to be supplied by the Atomic 
Energy Commission and a high energy 
particle accelerator to be constructed 
by the Army Quartermaster Corps. 


Primary mission of the Center at 
Lathrop will be to develop methods 
of utilizing ionizing radiation to pre- 
serve food and to develop the econom- 
ies of the process. 


Physical examinations and other 
tests of human volunteers and ani- 
mals fed irradiated foods in an initial 
feeding test indicate that this new 
method of food preservation does not 
significantly alter the wholesomeness 
of food, the report sets forth. A two- 
year feeding program, using both hu- 
man volunteers and animals, has been 
started to determine the wholesome- 
ness of the food according to govern- 
ment regulatory statutes. 


Outlining what has been done to 
date in the field of food irradiation, 
the report states that during fiscal 
year 1956 the Army Quartermaster 
Corps completed a preliminary study 
of 80 selected foods, obtaining general 
information to be applied in future 
operations of the pilot plant. During 
fiscal year 1957, research has been 
concentrated on developing more spe- 
cific information on certain foods. 
Other agencies are completing initial 
investigations in areas of product and 
process development. A program for 
industry participation on the research 
and development level has been started 
and will be expanded as phases of the 

process unfold. More than 70 indus- 
trial firms and educational institutions 
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are presently participating in the re- 
search program. 

Among the organizations partici- 
pating in this research program is the 
N.C.A., whose Laboratories are con- 
ducting, with the cooperation of two 
of the can company laboratories, a 
study of the radiation requirements 
for destruction of Clostridium botu- 
linum in various types of food. 

During fiscal year 1958, further 
taste testing studies, as well as pack- 
aging and storage studies, will con- 
tinue. It is expected that by fiscal 
year 1959, with the process in more 
advanced form, industry participation 
will sharply increase. At this point, 
pilot plant research on 20 foods and 
subsequent production of selected mer- 
chandizable foods will have started. 
Much of this food will be used in ful- 
filling the legal requirements of the 
Food and Drug Administration in 
animal and human testing. Informa- 
tion on equipment design and produc- 
tion cost data will become available 
as a result of these studies, as well as 
information on government economic 
aid which can be extended to industry. 


By fiscal year 1960, according to the 
report, the Army proposes to conduct 
large-scale troop acceptance tests. 
About this time a trial procurement 
of a few selected items from indus- 
try will be made by the Army. 


Copies of the complete report, en- 
titled The Interdepartmental Radia- 
tion Preservation of Food Program 
may be obtained from the Interdepart- 
mental Committee on Radiation Pres- 
ervation of Foods, care of Department 
of Defense, Washington 25, D. C. 


Canning Industry Marketing 
Benefits All Participants 


The marketing system used by the 
canning industry provides the great- 
est amount of well-being for the 
farmer who grows the canning crops, 
the canner who processes and markets 
them, and the consumer who buys 
them, stated N. C. A. Executive Secre- 
tary Carlos Campbell at the spring 
meeting of the Maine Canners Asso- 
ciation this week at Kennebunkport. 

Mr. Campbell characterized this pro- 
gram with the phrase: “Share na- 
ture’s bounty; don’t destroy it.” He 
pointed out that the canning industry 
is one of the few in the American 
economic system that has steadily re- 
sisted government aid and other short- 
cuts to “artificial prosperity.” 

Nature frequently interferes with 
the best-laid acreage plans to keep 
supply in demand, Mr. Campbell as- 


serted. When the sunshine and rain 
come at the right time and yields are 
increased, a surplus crop results— 
bountiful to the public, but creating 
a marketing problem for the farmer. 
Two choices result: (a) destruction of 
enough of the crop to reduce the sup- 
ply to a level commanding a price 
equal to the cost of production, or (b) 
to redouble the marketing effort and 
ane the bountiful crop into produc- 
on. 


The canning industry performs this 
marketing service for the farmer and 
it results in expanded markets and 
increased net income even though the 
unit price may be somewhat lower 
than when marketed under a system 
based on destruction of part of the 
crop, Mr. Campbell explained, and he 
cited the recent canned corn promo- 
tion as a illustration. 

He asserted his belief that creation 
of the potential demand for canned 
foods that will be activated under sup- 
ply and price conditions obtaining 
when marketing a large crop is a 
service that benefits every canner, and 
is also an essential ingredient of the 
campaign to demonstrate the sound- 
ness of our economic system. 


SBA Size Standards 


The Small Business Administration 
has determined that concerns in the 
food canning and preserving industry 
may exclude agricultural employees 
when computing the “number of em- 
ployees” for purposes of applying SBA 
size standards (see INFORMATION 
Lerrer of Dec. 8, 1956, page 367). 

The determination relates to Sec- 
tion 108.2(c) of the SBA size stand- 
ards and will remain in effect through 
December 31, 1957. 


QMC Requirements for 
Canned Peas 


Tentative requirements for canned 
peas from the 1957 pack to meet the 
needs of the armed forces were an- 
nounced June 17 by the Military Sub- 
sistence Supply Agency with head- 
quarters at 226 W. Jackson Blvd., 
Chicago 6, III. Procurements will be 
made by the various Military Sub- 
sistence Market Centers. 


Item Grade Type 
an A (Fancy) or Type I Early or 
B (Ext. Std.) Type II Sweet 


Studies of Marketing Margins 


The USDA Agricultural Research 
Policy Committee at its quarterly 
meeting in Washington, D. C., June 
17-18, urged that studies of the mar- 
gin between prices farmers receive 
and consumers pay for food should 
be given more emphasis. 

Progress and problems in such re- 
search were discussed at the commit- 
tee meeting by Dr. Omer W. Herr- 
mann, Deputy Administrator of 
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, and Dr. D. B. DeLoach of the 
AMS. 

The committee also heard a report 
on recommendations of the President’s 
Commission on Increased Industrial 
Use of Agricultural Products (see 
INFORMATION LETTER of June 15, page 
219), and the advisory committee con- 
curred in the views of the Commission 
that funds for utilization research 
should be increased. 


A highlight of the committee’s 43d 
quarterly meeting was a talk by Sir 
William Slater, secretary of Great 
Britain’s Agricultural Research Coun- 
cil. As secretary of the 18-member 
Council, Mr. Slater is leader of agri- 
— production research in the 


Mr. Slater said that research funds 
allotted to the Council by Parliament 
are used in three ways: (1) to fi- 
nance studies in the 23 Research In- 
stitutes, (2) to provide outstanding 
scientists in universities with assist- 
ants and equipment, and (3) as grants 
to scientific workers in institutions of 
higher learning. 


‘Three Squares’ Showings 

The colored film The Three 
Squares” produced as a project under 
the current N.C.A. Consumer and 
Trade Relations Program has had 
several showings: 

Under the auspices of Vernon Whit- 
ney, Walla Walla Canning Co., the 
film was shown to the Walla Walla 
Rotary Club luncheon before an audi- 
ence of 125 on June 13. 

The Sacramento City Unified School 
District reported that 6 showings were 
held during the period January 1 to 
June 14 before 210 persons. 


Can Size Quantity Quantity 
(pounds) (cases) 

22.06. 000 576,015 

24/No, 308........ 1,577 ,000 65,708 
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N. C. A. Disputes FDA View 
on Dietetic Canned Fruits 


The N.C.A. has notified the Food 
and Drug Administration that it still 
favors the industry proposal rather 
than the FDA proposal for standards 
for dietetic canned fruits. 


N. C. A. pointed out, in a letter com- 
menting on the FDA notice (see IN- 
FORMATION LETTER of June 8, page 
218), that the industry proposal to 
amend existing standards would per- 
mit the continued use of existing label- 
ing on dietetic canned fruit products. 


Publication of the FDA notice, 
which embodied both the N.C.A. and 
FDA proposals, was the initial step 
in the Hale amendment procedure. 
When a final order is published, there 
will be opportunity to file formal ob- 
jections to portions of the order which 
are considered undesirable, and such 
objections could have the effect of stay- 
ing the effective date of the order 
pending a public hearing. 


Canner-Grower Data Supplied 
to Radio-TV Broadcasters 


The N.C.A. and the Tri-State Pack- 
ers’ Association participated in the 
program of the spring meeting of the 
National Association of Television and 
Radio Farm Directors, held in Wash- 
ington, June 16-19. 


On their final day of convention, 
members of this national group of 
farm program broadcasters and tele- 
casters visited the USDA Agricul- 
tural Research Center at Beltsville, 
Md., and, after inspecting the facili- 
ties there, were entertained with a 
chicken barbecue luncheon which in- 
cluded tomato juice, bite-sized deviled 
crabs, tomato aspic, candied sweet 
potatoes, apple-berry sauce and crab 
cakes, all supplied by member com- 
panies of the Tri-State Association. 
The Delmarva Poultry Industry served 
the barbecued chicken. 


Secretary Jack Rue of the Tri-State 
Association was called on to take ac- 
knowledgments from the organization 
for the canners’ hospitality, and in the 
course of his remarks he cited the new 
Farm Youth films N.C.A. has pro- 
duced, telling the NATRFD group 
that these films contain good material 
for their own programs in various 
parts of the country. Dr. Charles H. 
Mahoney, Director of the N.C.A. Raw 
Products Research Bureau, which di- 
rects the Farm Youth Program, and 


Nelson H. Budd, Director of the In- 
formation Division and chairman of 
the staff committee on the Consumer 
and Trade Relations Program, were 
introduced. 


Kits containing N.C.A. and Tri- 
State literature dealing with canning 
industry contributions to agriculture 
and with various phases of canner- 
grower relations, as well as data on 
the N. C. A. films were distributed to 
the group. 


1956-57 Packs of Apples 
and Applesauce 
Reports on the 1956-57 packs of 
canned apples and applesauce have 


been issued by the N.C.A. Division of 
Statistics. 


3,586,666 3,016,700 
Other states include Colo., Mo., Mich., and Wis. 


APPLESAUCE 
State 1955-56 1956-57 
(actual cases) 
New Vork 4,163,704 4,036,853 
Md., Pa., and Va. 6,442,875 7,227,683 
Wash., Ore., and Idaho 156,311 172.416 
2,105,021 2,082,642 
608 , 806 019,722 
13,476,897 15,339,316 


Other states include Me., Mich., N. J., Tenn., 
and Wis. 


1956 Pack of Pie Fillings 


REVISED REPORT 


The 1956 pack of canned fruit and 
berry pie fillings totaled 2,555,571 
actual cases as compared with the 
1955 pack of 1,760,555 cases, accord- 
ing to a revised report of the N. C. A. 
Division of Statistics. 


1955 1956 
(actual cases) 
303.742 660, 143 
053 , 265 873 ,087 
231.808 213,017 
24 067 274,406 
Blueberry... 238,744 331,307 
Other berries. ........ 222,651 203 , 551 
U. 8. Total 1,760,555 2,555 571 


Color Com 
Canned Peach Grades 


parators for 


The Canners League of California 
is receiving orders for the color com- 
parators intended for use in connec- 
tion with the new U. S. standards for 
grades of canned clingstone peaches 
and canned freestone peaches, and ex- 
pects to be able to furnish the com- 
parators to canners at slightly re- 
duced cost. 

This will be possible because the 
Canners League is receiving orders 
from the industry and will order from 
the manufacturer on a quantity basis, 
The manufacturer, Magnuson Engi- 
neers, Inc., lists a color comparator 
at $9.75 each. The Canners League 
expects to receive orders for a suffi- 
cient quantity to obtain a unit price 
of about $6.50. 

Orders will be received until July 
1 by the Canners League of Cali- 
289 — Market St., San Francisco 
5, Calif. 


Grades for Canned Peaches 


The Agricultural Marketing Service 
of USDA has revised U. S. standards 
for grades of canned freestone 
peaches. 

The revised standards clarify in 
detail the quality factors of color, 
uniformity of size and symmetry, de- 
fects, and character of fruit. The 
revised requirements will not make 
any substantial difference in the ap- 
plication of the grade standards for 
inspection purposes, USDA said. The 
revision includes more detailed provi- 
sions for peaches processed as “solid 
pack” without added water or sirup. 
The revised standards also include an 
additional style of “Mixed Pieces of 
Irregular Sizes and Shapes” which is 
limited to U. S. Grade B (Choice) and 
lower grades. 

Text of the revised standards was 
published in the Federal Register of 
June 21. The revision will be effective 
July 22. 


FDA Postpones Deadline 
for Prune Juice Briefs 


Notice is given in the Federal Reg- 
ister of June 19 that the deadline for 
filing of briefs in connection with the 
proposed amendment to the definition 
and standard of identity for canned 
prune juice has been extended from 
June 24 to August 26. 
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Status of Legislation 


Agricultural trade development— 
S. 1814 (Ellender of La.), to raise 
Title I authorizations from billion 
to $4 billion and extend P. 480 to 
June 80, 1958, was passed |, &— 
Senate April 1. H. R. 6974 (Cooley 
* 28 was passed by the House 

une 


Alaska statehood—H. R. 8027, to 

rovide statehood for Alaska, embody- 
— House Interior Committee amend- 
ments, was introduced June 10. S. 49 
was considered by the Senate Sub- 
committee on Territories on June 5. 


Defense procurement—S. 1587 (Me- 
Clellan of Ark. and McCarthy of 
Wis.) and a number of companion 
bills in the House, to create a “Supply 
and Service Administration” in the 
Department of Defense for purchase 
~ distribution of common supply 
items, in line with Hoover Commis- 
sion recommendations, have been in- 
troduced and referred to Armed Serv- 
ices Committees. 


FDA chemical additives—H. R. 
6747 (Harris of Ark.) and 8. 1895 
(Hill of Ala.), the Administration- 
sponsored bill, would regulate the use 
ry chemical additives foods. No 
action scheduled. 


Fishermen's Protective Act—Bills 
to broaden protection of fishermen on 
the high seas were the subject of a 
hearing by a House Merchant Marine 
Subcommittee April 17. 


Government contracte—H. R. 722, 
to amend the Robinson-Patman Act 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
has been referred to House Judiciary 
Committee. 


ICC agricultural exemption—S. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
6823 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
88 exemption in sec. 203 
of the Interstate Commerce 
ct, have been introduced. 


Icc ivate carrier definition—S. 
1677 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H.R. 
6825 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
definition of a private motor carrier, 
as recommended by the ICC 
the subject of hearings 9 the Senate 
Surface Transportation Subcommittee 
May 6-10. 

ICC private carrier registration— 
8. 1490 (Magnuson of Wash.) and 
H. R. 5664 (Harris of Ark.), to re- 
quire private motor carriers to regis- 
ter with the ICC annually, was ap- 
proved by the Senate Surface Trans- 
— ay Subcommittee April 12 and 

urther action on the bi been 
postponed indefinitely. 

Marketing orders, cranberries—S. 
1680 (10 Senators from 5 cranberry 
producing states) and other bills to 
amend Agricultural Marketing 


Agreem Act so as to authorize 
marketing orders for cranberries for 
were the subject of hearings 
a iculture Subcom- 

April 20. C. A. opposes. 

North Pacific Fisheries 
2212, to extend the area of federal 
control over net fishing of salmon and 
certain other fish, was reported 
Senate Commerce Committee June 

Packers and 
1856 (O'Mahoney of 
fer antitrust jurisdiction over meat 
ng operations from USDA to 
were the subject of hearings by 
nate Judiciary Anti 
committee Ma 


have been referred to House Judiciary 
Committee. No action scheduled. 
Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man of Tex.), to restrict the good 
faith defense against a charge of price 
discrimination, was approved b 
Senate Antitrust Subcommittee J 


Small Business Administration— 
H. R. 7968 (Spence of Ky.), to make 
the SBA permanent and to revise its 
lending authority 
House Banking 
aoe cleared by Rules Committee June 


ooh, Salmon Fishery Act—S. 
1806, to amend the Sockeye Salmon 
Fishery Act of 1947 so as to extend 
regulatory authority of the Interna- 
tional Pacific Salmon Fisheries Com- 
mission to include 
passed by Senate May 22. H. R. 6587, 
with amendments, was repo 
an amendment, b 
_—— and Fisheries Committee June 


ards Act—S. 
yo.), to trans- 


House hearings June 


Potato marketing and labeling—A 
number of bills to prohibit the 

tatoes of a lower grade than U. 8. 

o. 2, under certain conditions, were 
ubject of hearings by the House 
Agriculture Committee April 15-16 
and by the Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee May 21-22. N. C. A. opposes ap- 
plication to canning. 

Poultry inepection—S. 1747 (Aiken 
for compulsory 
poultry products, 

pa y the Senate April 8. 

R. 6814 was reported b 
Agriculture Committee May 20. 


Premerger notification—H. R. 7698 


pink salmon, was 


House Merchant 


Wage-Hour—S. 1853 (Kennedy), 
which includes proposal to eliminate 
overtime fishery exemptio 
oved, without recommen 
nate Labor Subcommittee May 7. 
The Senate Labor Committee consid- 
ered the bill in executive session on 
May 22, May 28 and June 5 but took 
nal action. House bills were con- 
House Labor Subcommittee 
in executive session June 3, June 14, 
and June 18-20. 


Waste dis H. R. 1082 ( Byrnes 
of Wis.), H. R. 2463 (Lipscomb of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4134 (Simpson of 
Pu.), to allow rapid amortization of 
1 facilities and treat- 
have been introduced. 


‘ 
] 
i 
I 
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of Vt.), providi 
USDA inspection 


notice prior to merger 
total book value of more than 
$10 million, was reported by House Ju- 
diciary Committee May 28. 

Raw product bargaining—S. 1743 
(Aiken of Vt.), to legalize organized 
bargaining for agricultural commodi- 
ties under certain conditions, has been 
referred to Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee, which has requested U 
views; and H. R. 6799 
and H. R. 7807 (Bentley of Mich.) 
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